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- -€0 MR. CHRISTOPHER ARDEN, 


Mayor of Dorchester, Surgeon to Dorchester Gaol, and “‘ the 
| Lord knows” what else, for the writer does not. 
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| Sy Dorchester Gaol, February 24, 1825. 
Qwthe 10th of this month, you, the Surgeon, the Gaoler, 
and the Chaplain, of this Gaol, surprised me with a sort of 
| official visit: in which, you stated your profes- 
_ soval opinion, that, you thought me wrong in swallowing 
Crude’ Mlercury: 1 was surprised at such a visit and such a 
message; because, since, in October 1823, | told you, that, 
youwere a disgrace to your profession, I have not thought 
itbecoming in me to enter into any kind of conversation 
withyou, nor to treat you, as I would treat a gentleman, or 
aay wan, that was an honourable, good man. You; the 
surgeon, the Gaoler, aud the Visiting Magistrates of Dor- 
| chester: Gaol; are men whom I look at as beneath my com- 
plaisauiee; or.even my notice: and my reasons are—‘he base 
wealment, that I received from you all, during the first four 
a. imprisonment: This; in me, is not a temporary 
that will pass away: it is a partof my life. You 
do what you have done, I cannot, and ought not 
it; and if I have the power, twenty years hence, 
*atany future period, I will punish you and them for it. 
You told me, in October, 1823, that, in respect to the au- 
of the Gaol, you felt yourself to be but as a com- 
mon soldier, bound. to obey orders, and when you dropped 
that expression, I told you, and told you correctly, that, you 
were a Srace to your profession. 1 now tell you, that, 
yuare a disgrace to your profession. When I explained 
» that the treatment, | was receiving, was undermin- 
. aith, you turned a deaf ear, and gave me no ans- 
Wets On the 10th of this month, you could come sneaking- 
‘Yore:Privted.and Published by R. Carlile, 84, Fleet Street. 
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ly and smilingly to say, that you were afraid, that crude 
mercury would injure my health, and that, if I wanted pro- 
fessional assistance, you would give it to me. I answered 
you, and answered you properly, that J never would be a 
patient of yours, if, like Napoleon Buonaparte, I were sick 
to death: and you, as if instinctively, said—“ J expected 


you to say so”! 
Speaking of Napoleon Buonaparte; when you came to 


speak to me, I had just finished reading OMeara’s Voice 
from St. Helena; and, I was really struck with the coinci- 
dences in his and my treatment, allowing for the difference 
in characters and situations. 1 could not help thinking, but, 
that, [ might make up my mind for a hereditary cancer, or 
for some kind of hereditary death, in this Gaol. 

My Gaoler is a perfect Sir Hudson Lowe, and though I 
never saw the latter, nor his portrait, I will engage, that there 
isa similarity in contenance—that they are pbrenologically 
alike. And you, as the Surgeon of the Gaol, by your owa 
confession, are a common soldier, that is, a common killer 
of his species, ready to obey any orders. Comfortable si- 
tuation, for an offensive State Prisoner! 1 will braveit! If 
ever any man made death or victory his motto, | have made 
it mine. 

The treatment of Buonaparte was this. Restrictions were 
put upon his means of taking exercise, such as, it was ex- 
pected, he would not bear; and when it was found, that he 
did comply with them, they were made more and more of- 
fensive, he was exposed to more and more insult, until be 
ceased tocomply. This was the object to be gained. This 
gained, it was given out, that he was sulky, and thus bis 
health was gradually undermined, by want of exercise, in & 
bad climate, and by being exposed to every kind of annoy- 
ance and insult. My treatment has beeu precisely the same. 
It has been published in the papers of this part of the coun- 
try, that I was sulky and would not take exercise; when, in- 
deed, my object was solely to avoid insult, which could not 
fail of irritating any man, and, in sucha situation, of expos- 
ing bim to more immediate danger. But, 1 am younger 
than Buonaparte; never have been corrupted with notions 
of royalty; feel that to be greatness of mind which he would 
have felt as a degradation; and, unless directly poisoned oF 
otherwise despatched, you will yet find me a tough stick. [ 
have another advantage: a printing press, with its thousand 
tongues, to proclaim my wrongs weekly. Could Buona- 
parte have had such an instrument to enliyen him, probably, 
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be would have lived many years longer. Every solitary 
sour that I have is converted into a weapon against one or 
noreofmy enemies. And, if I do not bavea complete vic- 
‘before death, that death must be violent. | am now in 
avery fine trim as to health. By the joint aid of Crude Mer- 
and temperance, I| believe, that I may pronounce my- 
sifa perfectly sound man, and as active as any man above 
thirty or of any age. And this, too, after expelling some 
very bad symptoms, which my close confinement bad brought 
upon me. 
Your visit so completely surprised me, it was so unex- 
ected, that, until you had left the room, I could not be- 
lieve, that its professed object was its sole object. I was 
waiting to hear something else, and thought that Crude Mer- 
cury was but an excuse to introduce some other communi- 
cation or conversation. I know, that, I put a list of cures 
into your hand, that Crude Mercury had performed, and be- 
lieve, that, I told you, on leaving the room, that yours had 
been a ridiculous message. I was rather unwell at the mo- 
ment, feverish and agitated. 

The next day, | knew you would have to make a silent 
bok into my room, according to Act of Parliament, and I 
was not long resolving to try what you knew about Mercu- 
ty, crude or calcined. I had prepared a series of interroga- 
liohs for you. The rule hitherto has been, for the Priest to 
ealechize children, and the Doctor his Patient; but I mean 
fotura the thing about, to turn the world upside down, as 
your old shoulder-of-mutton Rector said; to teach children 
locatechize Priests, and the Patient the Doctor. So, as un- 
expectedly to you, I called you forward to answer to a ca- 


I began in a very humble manner; but the bait, would 
tot take. I asked you, what information you could give 
me, toshew me, that | was wrong in taking mercury in its 

Your answer was none. That as a profession- 
alman, you ouly gave your opinion: that you would not 
«BR that, or any other question with an unlearned man! 
Sy learning, I suppose, you mean Gallipot Latin?” Ra- 

. » you said, no, | mean a professional man. I! 
reminded you, that yours was an oblruded opinion upon 

“asked you, what respect J ought to pay to such an 

a — without a single reason to support tt? No- 
tbing would do, you were a professional man, a dealer in 
eetys and I told you, that | was at war with all dealers 

mystery, such as you and our worthy Chaplain, wbo was 
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by. Insbort, your obtruded opinion, about mercury, made 
you cut quite a professional figure, you allowed the springs 
and wires that moved you to beseen! You did say, that you 
thought it better adapted to be taken up by the system as a 
powder; but, if this proves any thing, it proves, that, if any 
way dangerous to the human body, it must be most so, in its 
calcined state, when it cannot so easily pass off. You could 
not tell me, whether its calcination took away any bad 
quality, or gave it any good one. You knew: nothing on 
this head. All you knew was, that professional men thought 
proper to disguise their medicines and not to let their pa- 
tients know what they had swallowed. You knew nothing 
of the chemical properties of mercury: you had learnt to 
mix it up for different purposes as a medicine, just as your 
wiser medical predecessors, the old women, had learnt to ad- 
minister herbs, and to repeat prayers ascharms. Like those 
old ladies, with you, it was hit or miss, every case an expe- 
riment; if the patient is killed, the fault is in the disease; if 
he recovers, wonderfully clever doctor! There is much less 
chance of being killed with an old woman for a doctress, as 
she will not be so rash with her experiments, preferring her 
herbs to minerals crude and calcined. Your whole admi- 
nistration of drugs, or what you call physic, or medicine, is 
a system of guess-work. The bases of the human body you 
do not study. 

Some of you, country doctors, in particular, combining 
in yourselves every branch of the profession, such as physi- 
cian, surgeon, and apothecary, are as wicked a set of impos- 
tors as the priests. You first learn to read gallipot Latin, 
then to mix different drugs, and to act as surgeon-barbers. 
This isthe amount of your country apprenticeship study, if 
an apprenticeship is served. Next, you are off to London, 
to have a walk through the hospitals, as it is termed, and 
with many sh ste it is a mere walk. You enter your 
names to attend certain courses of lectures, as students, and 
whether you attend or not, you find no difficulty in getting 
your certificate of qualification, to act as surgeon, apotheca- 
ry, &c.: just as the Priest can make sure of a call by tbe 
Holy Ghost, after his name has been entered as an attend- 
ant upon a given number of divinity lectures. Thus inspired, 
the one hies off into the country, or back to his native neigh- 
bourhood, to cure or to kill the bodies of his neighbours, 2s 
luck may have it, and the other to cure the soul, or the dis- 
eases of a religious mind. Both cheats: both impostors: 
both grossly ignorant. 
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with those who study at Edinburgh and Glasgow ; 

but the general rule, with respect to the country doctors of 
,is precisely as I have stated it. Nor can I be 

to be prejudiced against medical men as against 

he Priests; for { may venture to say, that the majority of 
the more intelligent part of them are my sincere friends and 
drenuous supporters. A skilful medical man is of necessi- 
tyan Atheist. I attack those only whose professional pre- 
ensions rate no higher than quakery and imposture. And 
jamvery much inclined to say, that I attack you upon that 


1 gant that there are exceptions in your profession, parti- 
culatly 


Tne bass of all medical practice should be a knowledge 
of the human body: and the basis of all knowledge of the 
baman bedy is to know, that it is but one of many kinds of 
animals. A medical man, that commences bis studies with 
igious notions and retains those notions throughout those 
studies, will never be any thing superior to an empiric. Hi- 
therto, or until of late, the medical profession has not ex- 
tended its knowledge beyond a knowledge of recipes; and, 
 inpointof professional skill or respectability, can rank no 
higher than a cook who has a good set of recipes to make 
all her preparations pleasant to the palate. Indeed, itis a 
sar upon the art of cookery, to put medical recipes on an 
equality with it. For each individual can judge of the pro- 
fessional skill of the cook, whilst the meat is in the process of 
mastication; but it is a desperate risk to trust one’s body to 
thedoctor, whose knowledge is confined to a knowledge of 
recipes. It is, at least, ten to one on the side of death. If 
a atheist may venture to speak figuratively of Death, he 
cat only considera Doctor of your stamp to be his “ Charge 
desaffairs.” In plainer English, I will say, that you are 
one of Death’s Prime Ministers for-Dorchester Gaol, in par- 
cular, and for Dorchester and its vicinity, in part. 
Since writing thus far, L perceive, that, Mr. Brougham 
has brought a bill into the House of Commons, to puta stop 
simoniacie practice of purchasing qualifications to act 
ts Doctors, in relation to two of the Scotch Colleges, that of 
St. Andrew’s, and that of Aberdeen. So far, this bill is 
good; but, I should like, that, Mr. Brougham should assure 
himself, that it is not necessary to make such a law for Eng- 
if-bis bill be not already general. He can do more 
‘in this way; he ought to bring in another bill to pre- 
— priests from preaching more than they can prove: 
‘turn the existing Church Property into my new Church of 
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ZEROTARIAN CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS. He will then master 
himself in-legislation upon matters of education. 

You were pleased to say, that, you would not give me 
any information about Crude Mercury, nor discuss any sub- 
ject with me, because I was an unlearned man. Did you 
learn to say this from Mr. Richman? My being unlear- 
ed, was the very reason why [ asked information from your 
learning, and the reason why, you should, and why, you 
would if you could, have given me that information. But 
I am a bit of your sort of a learned man. My mother was 
a bit of a female apothecary in a country town, and, in ad- 
dition to that, 1] was four months among the gallipots, and 
got quite learned in their inscriptions: indeed, I was nearly 
capacitated to make up a pbysician’s prescription, and quite 
so to understand it. 1 should like to get a little of your 
learning upon paper, to see if 1 could not handle it, as I have 
handied Mr. Richman’s learning. ‘*‘ Oh! that (thou) mine 
enemy bad written a book.” 

The first attack that [ made upon your craft was in the 
letter to Mrs. Fry, and, of that letter, thinking it applicable, 
I sent youacopy. I did hear a person say, that you should 
pronounce ita “ clever thing ;” but you never said any thing 
to me about it. Then was your time to have spoken to me 
about Crude Mercury, and not to have allowed me to keep 
‘ poisoning’ myself for upwards of a year. In that letter, | 
threw down a challenge to surgeons, as to the real composi- 
tion and purpose of the human body, which, unlearned as | 
may be, I have been deeply studying metaphysically, and, 
am now anxious for liberation to study it physically. In 
that letter, | stated, that the human body was a series of 
pipes or fibre, though which, and every part of which, there 
was a perpetual circulation of fluids. It was necessary to 
know this much, to know, how Crude Mercury could ope- 
rate to advantage in the body. Lately, I have read a vo- 
lume, of the previous existence of which, or of any thing like 
it, 1 did not know, written by a M. Golbeck, a German Phy- 
sician and Metaphysician, and translated by Mr. Wadding- 
ton the celebrated hop-merchant and politician, in which, | 
find, that my conclusion as to the human body, though origi- 
nalto myself, was not original to the public. M. Golbeck re- 
duces the whole animal system to the fibre and the drop. 
What I expressed as a circulating fluid, he expresses as 4 
drop. I prefer my own expression; because, a drop does 
not apply well to gaseous fluids ; which, indeed, were but 
little known when he wrote his book. Sir Everard Home 
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bas traced the process of vegetable growth, at least, to be 
by the fibre and the drop or fluid: and I carry the theory to 
‘nals. So that, had you been able to purchase a qualifi- 
cation for discussion, you would not have found me the most 
contemptible, the most unlearned, man, that you ever saw, 
even in a mirror. 
Having probably taught you something about the basis 
ofthe animal body, 1 will now proceed to give you that in- 
formation about Crude Mercury, which, you could not give 
tome. You brought to me an opinion without reasons: your 
reasons you reserved for learned men, who could not need 
them! i very much doubt, if that opinion was your own; 
for the pomposity with which it was brought, having the 
Chaplain and Gaoler as wituesses; and three magistrates be- 
low to assist in so weighty an affair, induces me to think, 
thatthis weighty opinion was sent down from London, and 
that you, with a broad back and brazen front, were made 
the ultimate bearer of it. ‘The springs and wires, as | told 
you, were visiole throughout. Were it not-for the prospect 
ofa bad name, which some or all of you will be sure to get, 
lam sure, that my death would be a matter of great satis- 
faction to you. If I die in the Gaol, all the opinions and 
all the professional reasonings that you can put forth will 
never persuade the present and future publics but that I have 
been murdered. Every thing connected with my treatment 
inthe Gaol would warrant the conclusion. You would not 
geba prisoner in the Gaol to believe any thing to the con- 
tary, for they hear and see that every thing relating to my 
person and treatment is mysterious, and unlike to what hap- 
peus'to all the rest. And to tell you the truth of my own 
feelingsupon the subject, your opinion about Crude Mercu- 
ty did but excite such suspicions in me; for it appeared to 
me, ‘that the pretended warning was like a preparation for 
afatare excuse. “ There, Crude Mercury has killed him: 
we warmed him of it.” These were the reasonings that 
flashed: on my mind, the moment I was left to reflection: 
and | took the precaution to write the particulars of the case 
loa friend immediately. Right or wrong, a prisoner, and 
such a prisoner as myself, cannot divest himself of these feel- 
mgs in a Gaol, and, particularly, after such treatment as I 
received from Gaolers, near and remote. You, one 
and’all, know, that the affair of my prosecution, and impri- 
hae t, and persecution, will not end with my liberation. 
e thieves to punish, villains to whip, and tyrants to pull 
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Crude Mercury approaches as near to a panacea as any 
thing can, or as any thing will, approach. A universal pa- 
nacea is as remote as perpetual motion. Though the ani- 
mal frame has one general basis, that basis has a variety of 
characters, and that variety is increased by different habits: 
so that the same substance, which shall medicate the body 
of one man, shall poison another: or, in the old proverb, 
*‘ what is one man’s food is another man’s poison.” But so 
far am I from crying up Ctude Mercury for the use of al! 
people, that I had rather cry it down, and advise them so 
to live, so to obverve the proper diet, dress, dwelling, clean- 
liness and exercise, as to keep the body free from disease, 
and to guard against the utility of Crude Mercury, or of any 
other medicine. _A disease is a body poisoned, and a me- 
dicine for that disease must be something powerful enough 
to overcome that poison; thus, upon your system of medi- 
cating the body, you throw in one kind of poison to coun- 
teract the progressof another kind. The first neglect of pro- 
per treatment is, to make the body the seat of warfare be- 
tween two or more poisons. But we all allow, that Crude 
Mercury does as much by its motive properties, as by its 
chemical properties. Somego so far as to deny its chemical 
properties; but all chemical properties are in fact nothing 
but motive or mechanical properties, the power to separate 
or to combine compounds. Chemistry may be termed the 
mysterious or moral part of mechanical power. Crude Mer- 
cury acts in both characters, in removing and expelling ob- 
obstructions and improper concretions by direct force, by 
the force of its superior weight, globular form, and conse- 
quent rapid motion, and by its atmospherical, its myste- 
rious or moral, power, in dossolving unwholesome com- 
pounds. I wish to be clearly understood as using the 
word moral, at all times, in the sense of being a finer sort 
of, or a concealed, physical action, a property of matter not 
visible to our eyes, vor audible to our ears, but comprebend- 
ed by the general system of sensation. Language is as yet 
as imperfect as our knowledge, and there is often a difficul- 
ty in conveying ideas, particularly, if they possess any thing 
of originality, as, in that case, they necessarily precede !an- 
guage. General terms are but ill suited to express parl- 
cular ideas; and the chief cause of human disagreement is, 
that words are meant in one sense and taken in another. 
No simple medicine of any kind ever performed so many 
surprising cures as have been performed by Crade Mercury. 
Not only at this time, but at all times aud places where }t 
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has been fairly tried. 1t has been twice cried down by the 
medical men of this country, and that from sheer baseness ; for, 
they have since adopted itas the basis of almost every pre- 
scription, in its concealed state. They cry it up as a poison, 
and yet rest on it for almost every cure! The truth is, they 
have been and are now alarmed for their ‘ Diana,” for their 
« Glorious Constitution,” and do not wish the labouring 
man to make his own shrines, or what would be better. to 
do without shrines. Pretty affair, cry they, that we should 
study Gallipot Latin, walk ‘through the hospitals, pay a 
smart price for a certificate of qualification (to kill), and 
then have Do one to apply to us (to be killed !) 

In saying that‘Crude Mercury is not wholly a panacea, or 
nota panecea to all persons, I intimate, upon the principle, 
ofthe human body being a compound of fibre and fluid, 
that it will not restore a very rotten state of fibre; though, 
in an incipient state of fibrous decay, I incline to think that 
it would check its-progress. Another consideration is, that 
neither this nor any other medicine will check the progress 
of decay brought on by excesses of any kind whilst those 
excesses are coulinued. ‘Temperance has ever been extolled 
asthe best physician, and, in my judgment, will never lose 
itssuperiority. So that, if the drunkard or the glutton ex- 
pect a solid relief from Crude Mercury, or from any other 
medicine, disappointment will be added to their other mise- 
ries, There are other excesses, besides drunkenness and 
gluttony, to which the same rule will apply. In addition 
fo original variance in tone of body, there is another great 
variety brought on by excesses of all sorts. 

As an explanation, how Crude Mercury acts on the body, 
we can refer to an experiment lately made on a piece of 
— Putting a piece of fresh beef under an air pump and 
i the receiver in the most effectual manner, it was 

, that the beef had lost three fourths of its weight ; that 
aeahre, as to the fluid of the beef, was but as one in four. 
e great object in preserving health is to have the fibre 

ong and the fluids pure: and the action of Crude Mercu- 
a the body cleanses both fibre and fluid, by mingling 
With the fluid and rubbing against the fibre. The unlearned 
tf, or perhaps, the unlearned doctor, may be informed, 

the animal body is a mass of fibre of different appear- 
tg and that each fibre is a channel through which a fluid 
- Orought to flow. Where there is obstruction, there is 


| wnt it is not only upon the smaller vessels that Crude Mer- 
y acts, it acts upon all, large and small, of which the fol- 
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lowing may be taken as a recent case, the statement of 
which as transmitted to me, [ put into your bands in this 
room, and which you read, and found that you had read 
enough, to make your message to me appear ridiculous. 

Hannah Hopwood of Torrington near Stockport, four 
years before the last plum season, swallowed some plum- 
stones. Her body soon began to swell, and she fancied her- 
self in a state of pregnancy and provided for it; but before 
the expected time of delivery the swelling abated. Her pain 
night and day, was severe and incessant, and the Doctors of 
the neighbourhood could give ber no relief. In this state of 
misery, she remained above four years. On reading, or 
hearing of my publication of Belloste’s Treatise on Crude 
Mercury, she began to take it, as I had recommended, a 
small quantity about the size of a pill daily. She does not 
state how long she waited for an effect, but that the effect 
was a discharge of three large solid substances, each full five 
inches in circumference. In breaking one of these sub- 
stances, the nucleus, on which the concretion had formed was 
found to be a plum-stone. The statement is attested by a 
Thomas Warren, who wrote it for her and measured two of 
the stones or concretions. 

The annals of medicine do not display a more singular 
ease than this. ‘T'he statement concludes with a hope, that 
she shall now be well, and, and that she is in a fair way for 
recovery. 

The same writer reports the case of a Thomas Braddon, a 
Blacksmith, of Gee Cross, near Stockport, who for near two 
years, had a bad leg, in which the medical men could not 
assist him. ‘Taking a small quantity of Crude Mercury 
daily, fora fortnight, removed all pain, and, in a month, he 
was as well as ever. He took but an ounce in a week. 
Here is a case of cure for a couple of shillings, for which, if 
a medical men had succeeded, he would have made a bill of 
pounds. The daughter of Thomas Warren received a simi- 
lar benefit for a somewhat similar case. He also reports a 
case, in which a Druggist has cured himself of Jaundice 
by the Crude Mercury: and that many have removed pails 
in the stomach. Indeed, I am further informed, that I have 
set the whole neighbourhood of Manchester a taking of 
Quicksilver, and that the Druggists have from twenty to 
thirty applications daily. I bave already sent down, as & 
whole, above 300 of the Treatise on Mercury to that town, 
and the demand so far has gone on increasing. ‘The !ast 
order was doubled from 25 to 50. ‘There is no quackery 1D 
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sis affair. I neither sell Mercury nor take fees. Upon 
ibis subject, and upon that other important affair, as to the 

ention of conceptions, I am beseiged with letters of en- 
quiry, and must make a public statement to appease it. 
One thing I wish to be observed, that neither of the schemes 
isofmy own invention, and if I assist in the promulgation 
of the means of preventing conception, which, in many in- 
stances, must be productive of great good, and save much 
nisery, 1 have the satisfaction to reflect, that I can also an- 
nounce Crude Mercury as an almost certain means of re- 
moving barrenness. So that they who wish to have children 
may have them: and they who have enough may stop the in- 
crease. 1 canuot feed mankind witbout food, as Jesus Christ 
isfabled to bave done, nor perform cures by the touch or the 
word of mouth ; but, 1 doubt, if ail the miracle workers put i 
together ever knew how to remove barrenuess and to stay Hy} 
conceptions, without the slightest injury to the[bod y— indeed, i 
accompanied in both instances with increased health. It i 
may be useful to teach the Mahometans that Mahomet was 
not the last propbet. 

One thing, Crude: Mercury is certaiuly efficacious in, and 
that is, in the destruction of worms, in children or adults: 
and where it is a question whether the disease be vermicular, 
italso forms the safest medicine to experiment with. I see, 
thata Manchester Doctor bas been recommending powder- 
ed glass for worms, I can believe, that so indigestible a thing 
as powdered glass will kill worms; but, | should certainly 
fear the consequence of swallowing any quantity of such a 
thing as powdered glass, which certainly, has-no one pro- 
panty to move itself through the body, as Crude Mercury 






































The following letter will exhibit the effect uf Crude Mer- 
cury on worms, and show how eager the professional men 
of London are to cry it down. | 


A CHIP IN PORRIDGE. 


TO RICHARD CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 


Min London, February 14, 1825. 
Men happy to find, that a knowledge of the virtues of Crude 
freury is making a rapid stride, and that converts are daily 
g- Still, there are many who are fearful, that it has pioson- 

ous qualities; therefore, they must ask the opinion of the Che- 
mist, or Apothecary, many of whom are not so honest as the Che- 
mist of Manchester, who took an ounce to oblige his customer. 
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Finding it making a progress, nearly one and all of the prefession 
turn it off by coolly saying it is like a ‘ Chip in Porridge, ’ it will do 
neither good nor harm. 

Now, Sir, as I have taken about nine ounces, according to your 
directions, a pill a day, regularly, I deny, that it is like a « Chip 
in Porridge.” 1 began to take itlast August, not for any particular 
complaint, having none; but to try its virtues and to brace up for 
a winter in London. I always found, after taking it about seven 
or eight mornings, that it caused a looseness of the bowels 
and had a smell similar to the effect of taking sulpher and milk. 
Then | desisted for two or three days, to proceed again. Since No- 
vember, I have taken none, and from that time, I can say, I never 
enjoyed a better and more uninterrupted state of health. I used tobe 
sorely troubled with most violent colds in the head and ocular dis- 
charges for two or three days together every winter; but this 
winter has been a very wet one, and I have been wet footed, and 
not one of these colds in the head have I had. I have not had 
such a blessed winter formany years. Again, Sir, I havea friend, 
to whom I lent Belloste’s treatise, with my recommendation to take 
Crude Mercury, he being sorely troubled with those little worms 
called ascarides, which causes a troublesome itching round the 
anus. My friend has persevered in taking IIb. according to 
your directions, and has brought away an innumerable quantity of 
worms, the itching quite gone. In health, he appears quite a dif- 
ferent man. He says that he finds himself thinner, but more 
braced, and has now a colour in his face, and an appetite like a 
hawk. 

These are facts, Sir, from my own experience and observations, 
therefore, how can Crude Mercury be like a “ Chip in Porridge?” 
I wish mankind would have more faith in reason, and try for 
themselves; for Belloste has reasoned most justly upon its quali- 
ties, by giving us its physical and mechanical properties. They 
who doubt it, want understanding, and the faculty knowing its 
virtues, and the influence reason is every day making, wish to re- 
tard it. The order of the day is, to cry it down, by artfully say 
ing, itis like a ‘ Chip in Porridge,’ it will do neither good nor harm. 

Yours respectfully, 


R. L. BREWER. 
211, Regent Street, Oxford Street. 


[ will now say a few words to you} as to the use of Crude 
Mercury as a medicine in this country, as a matter of his- 
tory. itis by no means a novelty in this country, nor in 
any part of Europe. Indeed, in point of antiquity, as a me 
dicine, it seems to vie with any other Medicine, now used ; 
and it is reasonable to believe, that the medicinal effects 
of a simple fluid metal of that kind wou!d have soon been 
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geen among the most ignorant of mankind. I think, that, 
we may safely rank it as the oldest medicine now in use. 
and Dr. Dover between them have published au- 
thorities for its use as a medicine in various parts of the 
be, and have supported these authorities by the names of 
nearly all the old physicians of note, who wrote before the 
medical science became converted into a mysterious craft. 
But Bellosteand Dr. Dover have been the two chief defen- 
ders and encouragers of it as a medicine. ‘The former ad- 
ministered it in small quantities, such as a couple of drams 
ina day; the latter in larger quantities, seldom less than an 
ounce and often two ounces in a day, or at one dose. I ap- 
prove of the smaller quantity, and for this reason, that swal- 
lowing an ounce or two ounces at a time is more likely to 
cause it, from its weight, to keep in a body, and to pass 
quickly through the body as swallowed. By my own expe- 
rience, 1 can say, that never but once did it pass through 
my body as | swallowed it, and that when I swallowed 
about half an ounce at one time. In all other cases, when 
taken in a quantity of two drachms daily, or about the ordi- 
vary size of a pill, it has been taken up with the the chyle, 
and has gone gradually through every part of the system, 
unfelt other than as a stimulant, which I always feel in a 
balsamic glow even at my fingers’ ends. | am, therefore, 
inclined to think, that two drachms at a time will do more 
good, more execution in the body, than two ounces at a time. 
[ could make extracts from Dr. Dover’s book, which 
would put you to the blush, for the silly epinion, the pro- 
fessional opinion without reasons, reasons being reserved 
for learned men, which you gave to me about Crude Mer- 
po a I will go to Dr. Turner’s book, who wrote spe- 
psc y against Dr. Dover, and professionally against 
tude Mercury. _ This Dr. ‘Turner was a celebrated physi- 
ae of Devonshire Square in the city of Londou, about a 
sla a When Dr. Dover had set nearly all the peo- 
, ne Quicksilver, Dr. T. put forth an 
in the Newspapers to invite information as to 
Its ey He affected impartiality ; but his partiality is vi- 
reesei ace alarmed for his profession. By way of pre- 
sate ny observe, that though he wrote against every 
Seing his own doctor, and held ott that there were 
‘Quie nae the use of Quicksilver, he confesses, that 
dies 8 liver concealed in a pill was his favourite medi- 
a thus writes as to its history in this country. : 
ber. tho ing Charles the Second’s reigu I very well remem- 
»“hongh it is above fifty years past, a Physician knighted 
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by that Prince, whose name -I can sometimes recollect 
though uot at this instant, encouraged it much, who lived re. 
tired from business somewhere about Edmonton; and where 
the villagers all round coming to consult him, especially 
on their Children’s Diseases, he advised a thimble full of 
Quicksilver to be given them every morning for a month; 
and when careful to observe their needings, they would of- 
tentimes recover the same, which being washed, served forthe 
next dose. . Thus they went on, and in worm disorders 
found wonderful effects. At length, by some children dying 
convulsed that had taken it, in which the same possibly ‘had 
no share at all, the esteem thereof began to slacken. Some 
months after this a rumour was spread that a Farmer’s child, 
being swelled monstrously (no doubt al such a time great 
addition was mude by the relators of the story) about the 
mouth and throat, was quickly after strangled or choked by 
the same. I suppose a Ptyalism hastily coming on might be 
the occasion. Upon which alarm the Quicksilver was 
thrown out of doors at once and deemed no better than a 
poison. 

** Whether or no the same practice was then carried gn iu 
London, as the well meauing author of the late treatise on 
Mercury seems to intimate, | know not. My fathers resi- 
dence beiug quickly after at Tottenham, gave me the oppor- 
tunity of this intelligence, which | have hinted only to satis- 
fy you that this method is but an old practice revived, and 
very probably may, from some accident not yet brought 
to light, be again discarded.” 

Here, it is clear, that the Doctor hoped it might be dis- 
carded. One proof of the wickedness of your craft upan 
this subject is, that you will use it and recommend it freely 
in a disguised state. There is a black powder called Ethiop'’s 
Mineral, which I have often taken when young: this pow- 
der is prescribed freely to children and to adults, as excel- 
lent for eruptions ou the skin, and for all kinds of scorbutic 
disorder ; yet, this black powder is nothing more than quick- 
silver concealed, or rubbed up with an equal quantity ol 
sulpher, @ mixture, as proved both by Belloste and Dr. Do- 
ver, to be the most improper imaginable. Dr. Turner ac- 
knowledges, that two drachms of Quicksilver made up into 
his pill have sometimes done more service than pounds of 
Ethiop’s Mineral. And he acknowledges, that this pill 
is the best glandular de-obstruent that the profession ws 
then master of: to which, | may add truly, than the proles- 
sion is master of now, or a century later: notwithstanding 
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your advice to me to prefer modern medical books to those 
me urner tells us candidly, how he makes bis pill, in the 
fllowing words. “ This Pill, | told you, I prepare with 
two drams of crude mercury ground with half a dram of 
Terebinth, till it is lost, then adding half a dram of Pt, 
Cock. Min: of which I usually make a dozen pills each con- 
taining fifteen grains. Jn other cases, where [ aim more at 
purging, as in obstructions of the glands, in cold, phlegma- 
' ted tumours, or the like, I direct three drams,of 
Quieksilver to be ground with a dram and half of Diagredium 
ina marble mortar, and after to be reduced to a consistence 
with the Syr. de Spina, adding two or three drops of Ol Ma- 
cig, asa corrector of the Diagredium ; or which might doas 
well, to make up with the Balsam Peru; .of this I give from 
ascruple to half a dram, once or twice a day, secundum 
vires, @tates ac modus operationis ; for a shorter or a lon- 
continuance, as [| find occasion. And if this is not Bel- 
loste’s individual pill, it is absolutely, to all intents and pur- 
poses, equivalent.” 

He also mentions a Strasburg Pill, which passed under 
the name of Belloste’s ; but of which he doubted the correct- 
ness. This Pill had Jalap, Sulphber, and several other 
things in addition to what has been mentioned as Dr. Tur- 
ner's Pill. But the fact is, that the Crude Mercury is the 
basis, the medical part of the pill, and the other articles only 
wed for concealment. It may be concealed in a pill by 
tubbing it up with any thing of which you can make a paste 
it for pills; but still, after every reflection that I can give 
the subject, I prefer the Mercury in its crude and simple 
state, and if further purgatives are necessary, to take them 
separate as such. 

l could go on to make interesting extracts to fill a No. of 
ay weekly publication; butas | have made a much longer 
than I first intended; I will have done. 

_ My unlearned curiosity has been lately excited to know, 
if you, in your capacity of Mayor for Dorchester, act as 

oner, as well surgeon, for Dorchester Goal ; because, it 
seems anomalous to me, that after you have sent a patient to 

*n, you should empannel a jury and preside to report 

ithas been done. Always by the visitation of God and 
tot of the Surgeon, as a matter of course! However, | do 
totassert any thing; because I do not know, not having 
question to any one, but I do know, that all these 
‘ate done very quietly and snugly, and it may not 
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be amiss for Mr. Peel to put the question. The Gaoler tojq 
me, on a former inquest, in which [ interfered, that he would 
not answer to my questions. I am not enough of the blas. 
phemer to make God the common assassin of the species, | 
had rather give that character to the Doctor than to the 
Doctor’s God. A poor fellow died over my head, the 
other day, when, I verily think, that, if I had been his doc- 
tor, | could have saved him with sixpenny worth of Quick- 
silver. 1 allude to the man who died of the smail pox 
or the doctor. which, I cannot determine, as I was not 
on the inquest. I never had the small pox, and were it not 
for the Quicksilver, I should be very uneasy, since the Gaol 
has been so long and deeply infected with them, and since | 
have so little faith in the learning or the mystery of the Gaol 
Doctor. 

It is not likely, that 1 shall address another printed letier 
to you, so you must make the most of this. ‘Ibe Mayor of 
Dorchester, of a corporation of nine or ten, that chuse one 
another into office upon the principles of, you shall have thal 
and I will have this, is not a very dignified magistrate in 
my view of things. However, your worship can resent my 
want of veneration and constitutional respect, by amusing 
yourself, twice a week, in looking at me as a prisoner. We 
will not quarrel, since we can punish each other so quietly, 
and you may be assured, that | shall never place you in the 
unpleasant predicament of being my doctor. Our acquain- 
tance must hereafter continue precisely on the footing on 
which it was.placed last year, unless, you learn enough to 
confound an unlearned man in discussion upon any one sub- 
ject. A learned man never fears discussion with an uplearn- 
ed, nor witha learned, man: whenever you hear a mau say, 
that he will not discuss a subject with another, you may be 
sure, that the first fears his ignorance rather than any abate- 
ment of his professional consequence. I am free to discuss, 
with a child, any thing that relates to my profession, and feel 
the greatest of pleasure, to find, that 1 can increase the 
knowledge of any human being of any age or of either sex. 

To you, the surgical soldier of Dorchester Gaol, by your 
own confession, as ready to kill as to cure, as orders may 
run, to the Gaoler, as your fit companion, a mouton ; and to 
the Visiting Magistrates, who have conspired to make my 
imprisonment as painful and as unwholesome as possible ; be 
all the punishment that you merit, with that amendment in 
character, and deep regret for the past which you so much 
need, prays, not to your God, 

RICHARD CARLILE. 
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Note-—Any person wishing to employ a professional man 
to mix and to prescribe for the administering of Belloste’s fa- 
nous pill, may do so, by application to Mr. John Gale 
Jones, 82, Middlesex Street, Somers Town, who, though 
well known for his oratorical talent, always on the side of in- 
ing knowledge and increasing liberty to mankind, is 
not so well known as he should be as a regular surgeon. 
Communications from the country (post paid) will be re- 
gularly attended to. 








LETTERS FROM JOHN. CLARKE THE LATE 
METHODIST TO ADAM CLARKE THE PRE- 
SENT METHODIST PREACHER. 





TugsE letters were commenced in the Newgate Magazine; 
but some misunderstanding having taken place between the 
Editors, under which they have agreed to disagree, Mr. 
Clarke will publish his series of letters, in monthly sheets, 
at three pence each, to date from the first of September last, 
and to be brought up to the monthly course as early as pos- 
sible. John Clarke does not boast of equal proficiency in li- 
terature with Adam Clarke, but he boasts of more literary 
honesty, and will compile one of the most shrewd series of 
Bible errors and contradictions that has yet been published. 
John Clarke is now well known as a walking Bible, though 
chained to a certain place, as Bibles of old were, that they 
should not walk abroad and open the eyes of Christians. He 
has, therefore, only to compare himself with himself, his 
right with his left hand, to exhibit a ludicrous display of the 
work and word of the Bible God. These letters are pub- 
lished with the Republican and Newgate Magazine. 





NEWGATE MAGAZINE. 





Tas work proceeds in an admirable manner and evinces the 
industry of its imprisoned Editors in the acquisition of know- 
ledge. Some of its articles were never excelled by any for- 
No. 10, Vol. XI. 
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mer writers upon the same subject. Of literary finery, jt 
doesnot boast; but as a compendium of useful knowledge 
its Editors may proudly boast of it. Six numbers are pub- 
lished, at one shilling each, and each number is published ip 
the usual course of monthly magazines. 

There is now an Honourable House of six Bible Blasphe- 
mers in Newgate; for whose support a weekly subscription 
is carrying on in London. Mr. John Christopher, their late 
fellow prisoner, will receive any subscriptions for them at 
84 Fleet Street. 














TO MR, R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Edinburgh, February 10, in the year 1825 

SIR, of the Christian era. 

UPON the 29th of January last, a number of the friends of 
civil and religious liberty in this City, met in Mr. Cameron's 
tavern, to celebrate the memory of Thomas Paine. The 
company began to assemble at five o’clock, and at half past 
five Mr. James Flint was called to the chair, and Mr. Ro- 
bert Affleck to do the duties at the foot of the table. There 
were several very good speeches delivered, and the toasts 
and songs were excellent. The evening was spent in the 
greatest harmony, and the company broke up between eleven 
and twelve o'clock, highly gratified with the proceedings of 
the evening. 

There was also a similar meeting held in Leith the same 
ne which I understand, was very spirited and agreea- 

e. 

I am desired to transmit to you a small subscription, 
raised by a few friends, who feel much for you under your 
present persecution. They are persuaded, that your suffer- 
ing will be a stain upon Christianity as long as it is 1 eXx- 
istence, and that your perseverance will be remembered to 
the latest generations. 

Hoping, Sir, that you are in good health and spirits, be- 
lieve me, 

Your Friend, : 
JAMES AFFLECK. 
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List of Subscibers. 








David Gardiner 5 0 in prison, or command any 
Alison Gardiner 2 6 man to be persecuted for 
From a friend 2 6 his opinions or for expres- 
W. M. 35 5 0 sing them? 2 6 
Mrs. M., sorry that she could One who holds that the New 
not go to see Mrs. Carlile Testament gives no coun- 
again, before she left Lon- tenance to persecution; 
don 3 0 but, on the contrary, en- 
Little Ben 35 5 0 joins Christians to do good 
S, M. 35 7 O to all men, as they have 
M. W. M. 35 7 0 opportunity ! 3 0 
Mrs. M. W. M. 3 0 A friend to mental liberty 21 0 
James Kidd, one that likes J. M. 21 0 
to read 0 6 Thomas Finlay 1 0 
A mite for the brave, John Inglis 2 0 
Tho’ oppress’d by a knave, James Sandilands 1 0 
But will ne’er be a slave. William Wilson 2 0 
William M‘Kay 0 6 Nicol Alexander 1 0 
A friend to Mr, Perry 1 0 William Hay 5 0 
James Russel 0 6 J.M., his mite to the perse- 
John Bull 0 6 cuted 3 0 
John Kesson 2 0 William Nelson 2 6 
Did Jesus Christ or his apos- David Conqueror 2 0 
tles, ever put any person John Goodsin 2 0 
TO MR JAMES AFFLECK, EDINBURGH. 
Sir, Dorchester Gaol, February 28, 1825. 


I must first thank you and Edinburgh friends for the remis- 
sion of this continued subscription, and assure you, that I 
feel, that some of my friends are over zealous upon this 
head, notwithstanding the acknowledged utility of every 
pound raised in this way. ~My expences were not trifling 
through the last year; for, before I had recovered from the 
assault made by the prosecutions in May and June, the dis- 
astrous fire in November came to be still more mischievous. 
Teannot lose ground. Whatever I do is done effectually and 
cannot be again undone; but my object is progress in 
spreading knowledge, in continually acting upon new be- 
mgs. After I have formed a little batch of friends in one 
»I can safely leave them to take care of themselves, 
wie work‘independently, whilst 1 am paying particular 
Y — to a new batch elsewhere. This is the apology | 
ake to all old acquaintance, for a cessation or lessening of 
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correspondence; as | find it impossible to attend to all ac- 
cording to the established forms of politeness. I have not 
yet recovered from the effects of the fire. The shop, up to 
this time, has remained obscured, which has greatly affected 
the chance sale, or the advantage of a shop in so great a 
thoroughfare as Fleet Street. Of one thing you may be as- 
sured, that I cannot be put down, nor put out of a public 
shop. On the one side, I have candidates enough anxious 
to meet persecution to satisfy any demand the enemy may 
make; on the other, friends, who will never see me want a 
shop for the most open publication of such important works 
asl now publish. Besides Mr. Peel has put the seal of con- 
demnation upon all prosecuting societies! and if any per- 
sons of that kind iuterfere, all | have now to do, to havea 
noli proseqgut, is, to memorialize the Right Honourable Ro- 
bert Peel. We are certainly reforming our most bitter ene- 
mies. Thereare some members of the King’s Cabinet, who 
have begun to talk about the superior advantages of know- 
ledge over ignorance. This is a wonderful admission to is- 
sue from a monarchical cabinet. I do not despair of Lord 
Eldon’s yet seeing that established opinions are not the best 
opinions that can be brought into the world. 

With you, I see, the day on which the. birth-day of Thomas 
Paine fell, formed no impediment to your meeting; but it 
did so in many other places, particularly in London. Io 
Sheffield an effort was made for a respectable assemblage. 
Several Innkeepers were afraid to prepare for them; and 
the one, who did prepare, was so menaced by the Parsons 
and Magistrates, that he did not dare to cook, or to dispose 
of to be cooked, the provisions that he had made for the pur- 
pose. However, a broken party of twenty did assemble, 
and as the dinner was not the first object of the day, they did 
not fail of doing justice to the memory of Thomas Paiue. 
In Leeds and Huddersfield there were meetings as usual; 
but I have as yet seen no reports, nor is it material that all 
the large and small talk of such meetings should be report- 
ed. It isa festival, and not a meeting for business. . 

One of the subscribers asks: “ Did Jesus Christ or bis 
apostles, ever put any person in prison, or command | 
man to be persecuted for his opinions or for expressing them: 
This question is easily answered. They did uot, because 
they had not the power to do it. I would not answer for 
them a step beyond that point; for all religious men 10 pow” 
er are alike. oe 

Another says, that the New Testament enjoins Christians 
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to do good to all men, as they have the opportunity. Itisa 

reat error to take either New or Old Testament as « moral 
code, since every man of every disposition can find senti- 
ments in those books to encourage that disposition. Neither 
Oldnor New Testament is a code of any kind. It is a col- 
lection of wild, straggling, and some impracticable, notions, 
written by different men, one contradicting-another, and un- 
fit for public instruction, unfit to be a guide ofany kind. The 
book isa disgrace to the literature and knowledge of this 
country at this day. I mean a disgrace in being thrusted 
upon the attention of every one, supported by a tax upon the 
people, enough to manage well the whole affairs of their 
government, and the subject of a general wrangling. It is 
evidently the cause, and the sole cause, of all the sectarian- 
ism in this and in the neighbouring Island; I may add, the 
whole continents of Europe and America. The existing re- 
spect for this ridiculous book must and will be put down, 
and it isa matter of vast importance, that it be done as 
speedily as possible. 

Printed with this, I expect, you will see, my proposals to 
establish a new Church! ‘“ A new Church!” you will cry. 
“ What, the devil! can you want of a church, or a church 
without a devil?” You will see, that you may all safely re- 
lapse and become Christians under that proposal. I doubt 
if the Sheriff of Edinburgh will attack a Church of ZERO- 
TARIAN CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS assembled on a sunday for 
mutual instruction. The first Christians were denounced as 
Atheists, and they were really Atheists, in relation to all the 
Pagan Gods; for, ashamed of Pagan Worship, some of the 
moreintelligent men personified the principle of Reason, or 
the Logos, and began to speak in veneration of that personi- 
fication alone. The system began to spread fast, and got 
among ignorant people, who corrupted it with all that hor- 
tid nonsense which has been since called the Christian Reli- 
gion. It is the proper time for us to return to primitive 
Christianity, to Christian Atheism. - 

Respectfully, 
RICHARD CARLILE. 
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METAPHYSICS. 


It is possible to find both amusement and instruction in a 
treatise on the science of metaphysics. Although, I confess, 
that it appears the most useless and unsatisfactory of all stu- 
dies; for, where it is impossible to arrive at any thing like 
demonstration, to attempt to investigate is a prodigal waste 
of time, labour and understanding Yet, tracing the exten- 
sive family of the gods to their origin and natal solum, 
ought to afford, at least, a mental banquet. A deep specu- 
lation into the divine genealogy might, to some, appear te- 
dious, if not impertinent; and as it must terminate in doubt 
and uncertainty, is to the human mind, at once, an unplea- 
sant labour, and a mortifying disappointment. As I intend 
to treat these divine gentry with the utmost freedom and fami- 
liarity, I shall for my own sake, and something more for my 
readers, treat them with civility and truth: although they 
scarcely deserve the first, and the latter is taking them entirely 
out of their element. It is quite common in society, when any 
one advances from obscurity into public notice, to enquire, 
where he came from, who his father was; his education, 
manners, and character are investigated, and whatever 
story they make out of the the subject, mankind is equally 
ardent in the research and gratified by the scrutiny. If we 
attempt to develope the mystery of the Jove family, as they 
seem to be quite an airy and untangible people, we must 
have immediate recourse to the regions of fancy and the un- 
limited haunts of imagination. And though these seem, at 
first, to baffle our curiosity, yet, they yield, in the progress, 
a point whereon to establish a reasonable superstructure. 
What are called early writers, in the simplicity of unde- 
signing ignorance, have left us a clue to trace the labyrinth 
of mystical theology. Devout historians, though stedfast 
in principles of imposition, fraud and deception, have, 
through profound ignorance, over reached themselves, and 
marked what was intended to be thought divine, with the 
indelible stamp of frail humanity. The denunciations against 
those who defraud the clergy of their dues ; the tacit, impli- 
cit and direct obedience to the priest and lawgiver ; the pu- 
nishments inflicted here and threatened hereafter ; the buy- 
ing of pardons from the priests for real or imaginary crimes 
committed against privileged persons or spiritual beings: 
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selling uncertain grace of unknown gods for certain gold 
and wordly property; manifesting a dread of human inves- 
tization into heavenly matters, and throwing a veil of impe- 
netrable mystery over the unapproachable persons of their 
respective deities ; clothing their altars witb artificial terrors 
Tee ceneding their temples with the interminable horror 
of darkness and superstition; punishing trifling offences with 
the most implacable resentment and unremitting cruelty ; 
sacrificing children, youths, and virgins, at the shrine of 
immaculate omnipotence, for the most futile causes, or un- 
avoidable misfortunes * ; these, and a long, lamentable cata 
logue of human woes, inflictions and miseries, lead us at once 
to the birth place of the gods, and point out with dexterous 
propriety, the sires who begot them, the principles of their 
existence, and the slaves who adore them. 
From these premises, then, it is evident, to the unbigoted 
and impartial observer,-that kings, priests, and law-givers, 
who had insulted, robbed, and oppressed mankind, to screen 
themselves and support their usurped authority, to ward off 
public resentment and prevent just retaliation, required a 
formidable bulwark to stand between them and the ven- 
geance of an injured people; hence, with daring ingenuity, 
they created a God in their own likeness, and on him father- 
ed their atrocious deeds and multiplied iniquities. This, or 
these, plainly appear to have been the cause of what they 
how emphatically call the jirst great cause, and, indeed, of | 
all the Asiatic and European divinities: for what reason, or 
from what motives, the African and American deities were 
manufactured, is not quite so easy to determine; but we 
may naturally conclude, as their effect is nearly the same, 
that their origin was something similar. As for the inferior 
genii, demons, or godlings, of groves, streams, lakes, gardens 
and fountains, they are the avowed offspring of poetic fic- 
tion, and are as peaceable and mild as the gentle mortals 
who brought them into existence. Their unassuming local- 
ly solicits no adoration, and is equally exempted from pane- 
sytlc or reproach, we leave them to ep joy their rural haunts, 
lm peaceful security and uninterupted repose. Bat the tre- 
menduous God of the priests, terrible, vengeful, jealous, and 
resentful as he is, must bear to be examined with philosophic 
impartiality and human judgment. We discover, at the 
first sight, that they have made their God the most unjust 


— stories of Agamemnon and Jeptha are the same and from 
many derivatives. 
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being which human imagination could form, even, in idea. 
It is a pleasure to contemplate a beautiful face, whether 
armed with a frown of resentment or adorned with a smile of 
approbation. But who can contemplate this terrible God 
under any of his aspects, or in any of his attitudes, with any 
other sensations than those of the utmost terror or the most 
abhorrent detestation ? He cannot be relied on a moment. 
At one time, we are taught to believe him eternally un- 
changable finally constant, in the immoveable centre of un- 
alterable duration: next, fickle as the wind and undecided 
as suspended vapour: then infinite in goodness, mercy and 
truth, forgiving, mild, clement and bountiful: again, full of 
rage, resentful, jealous, furious aud implacable, a passionate 
being, wild destructive and unappeaseable: lastly, full of 
repentance, won by prayer and importunate supplication, 
mollified by abject adoration and pacified by horrid sacrifice 
ot heart rending contrition. Yet, to supplicate his mercy, 
experience teaches us, is vain; and, if we defy him, though 
he may remain unmoved to resentment, yet, his priests will 
never observe any neutrality, and he must be bloody minded 
indeed, if they do not glut his vengeance. 

What are we to think of this sublime God and his holy 
priest? Their attributes are similar, and in the end of the 
investigation, we find, that they are one and the same person! 
Originally, king, priest, and legislator, were combined in 
the same person, and he established laws for the benefit of 
these three conditions, without thinking it worth while to 
legislate for the body of the people. All the kuown laws of 
the earth betray, at this day, the hand which drew up the 
code. The king and the priest divide the realm, and the 
bulk of mankind are only permitted, as slaves, to live 
that they may administer to their profit, amusement and 
pleasure. The education of youth, and the conduct of age, 
are committed, without reserve, to the wily management of 
a perfidious priest, and he inculcates, with unfailing perse- 
verance, such principles, into his pupils, as fit them for tools 
in office and devoted slaves of power. 

The fruitless attempts of learned divine lawyers to justify 
the ways of God to man is the utmost limit of provoking 
stupidity : yet the wisest, the very best and the most learzed 
of men, and some who were too more than sceptics in divi- 
nity, have fallen iato this pernicious and most unaccount- 
able error. 


Let us suppose an omnipotent being, omnipotent iu every 
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thing, who rules and guides this world in impenetrable se- 
recy, aud who will not or cannot admit of any coadjutor, 
to whom all mankind alike, who is truly and rigidly impar- 
tial, who beholds with an eye of equal indifference, the idiot 
and the sage, as only creatures of a day, or insects of a mo- 
meat, who deals to all by the unerring standard of justice, 
and whose motives are equally latent and obscure to the ig- 
norant clown and to the learned sage or most studious phi- 
josopher. Now, to observe an impertinent wiseacre, with a 
disgusting gravity of countenance, suavity of manners, and 
in, even to himself, an unintelligible jargon of words, pretend- 
ing to unriddle omnipotence and prove the real visible evils 
of life to be good, just and salutary, aud to justify, on human 
grounds, all the murders, massacres, famines, wars, plagues 
and pestilences incident to man, as perpetrated by omnipo- 
tence, is something worse than the joint stock of folly and 
knavery could both united produce. Such a being will not 
be developed, his impervious unity would deprecate all 
scfutiny, and man’s research can never extend beyond what 
he knows, and of such a being he knows nothing. It is im~- 
possible that he can know any thing in this grand investiga- 
tion of a first cause. It is no small mortification to the 
learned professor, the sage renowned for wisdom, and the 
profound philosopher, that their vast knowledge and endless 
book learning, in this case, gives them not the smallest supe- 
nority over the most illiterate hind, who tbreshes in a barn, 
ordrives or hauls a swine to the market. ‘Though the pride 
oflearning intoxicates their brain and gives them an imagi- 
nary consequence above their bumble uninformed fellow 
creatures of the field, yet, a thought cast on the magna causa 
Causarum, sinks them to the level of untutored humanity. 
But when they attempt to explain the mystery and to exhi- 
bit their God, we are only made acquainted with a presump- 
luous fool, vainly aiming at performing -impossibilities, or 
ciety. Worse, imposing on uDsuspecting ignorance aud 
= every thing relating to the beginning, or the creation of 
a world, in any thing which can relate to the deity, all is 
a and conjecture, and the conjectures of the wisest 
es » iN such cases appear as futile, distant absurd and ridi- 
Culous, as the incoherent ravings of a bedlamite, or the dron- 
pe Conceptions of a melancholy idiot! Read Newton’s 
mecipia, Leibtnitz, the systems of Woodward, Burnet, 

» Buffon, and Hutton. ‘he last has the only sensi- 
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ble paragraph on the subject to be found amongst them. 
After a most elaborate and laborious investigation, he bas 
the honesty and candour to finish his system with the fol- 
lowing remarkable and impressive declaration: ‘“ From 
these premises, we may safely infer, that there is no vestige 
of a beginning and no prospect of an end.” 

if there is a God, he finds it necessary, or convenient, or 
proper, to conceal himself from our perception, and it is 
wholly beyond the penetration of the human intellect to dis- 
cover his retreat or to explore the dark cloud of his dwelling. 
As to this world, and the rest of the worlds visible, as stars, 
rays and dim gleamings of inconceivably distant light, I am 
stedfastly of opinion, that they never bad a beginning, and 
never willhave an end. ‘The wild ravings of stupid and ig- 
norantly infatuated fanatics. ‘The solemn droning, unmean- 
ing harangues of bypocritical priests, who preach for hire 
what they do not believe, deserve no reply, were it not for 
the pernicious principles which they inculcate, which tend 
to keep men poor, unbappy and miserable. But while these 
continue to scandalize society, | hope others will never be 
wanting to expose their infamy, and in the end we must 
prevail; for truth never can be destroyed by falsehood ! 
Whether or not a real, corporeal* persecution will ever 
again take place, isa problem. I would not bave the mate- 
rialist think himself secure from such a visitation. The 
union of the sneaking, hypocritical, stupid methodist, with 
the dangerous and insinuating, bigoted Roman Catho- 
lie, may again light fires in Smithfield, or re-act the tremen- 
dous tragedy of Saint Bartholomew. What has been, may 
be, and it is only the power, not the will, which is wanting, 
to Commence a grand jubilee day of slaughter and des- 
truction. 


SHEBAGO. 


* What is imprisonment but a corporeal persecution ? 


R. C. 
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MATERIALISM AND SPIRITUALITY 
CONSIDERED. 





TuEsk, in reality, require no consideration ; for the first is 
ble as day, the latter completely incomprehensible. 
ateriality, for many reasons, claims our attention, employs 
our knowledge and understanding, is confirmed by our ex- 
perience, and calls into immediate action all the powers of 
the haman mind. But how or why the other became a 
. matter of speculation or an object of investigation is more 
than I can conceive. Nothing appears to me so absurd and 
unquestionable, as the imposing confidence with which 
priests, and even some laymen, speak about spiritual beings. 
They talk familiarly of them as next door neighbours with 
whom they are intimately acquainted! surprising proof of 
infatuation and early prejudice and instruction! That weak 
minds, women and children, may be taught to harbour such 
notions, is by no means extraordinary; but that sensible, 
wise, well informed men, should give credit to what they 
cannot see, feel, hear, nor comprehend, what they can never 
have the most remote idea of, is a most astonishing prostra- 
lion of reason, judgment, sense and experience! The uni- 
form information and impartial history of three thousand 
years produces no example to authorise the inconsistent doc- 
tine of immaterial spirituality. In the darkness and dor- 
mancy of intellect, the imbecile mind of man forged vain 
dreams of something superior to man existing in clouds un- 
approachable by human powers and inaccessible to under- 
Standing or sense. The magnifying genius of superstition 
alarmed the fancy; and imagination, carried beyond the 
bounds of existence, created a new incomprehensible world : 
a8 vice and virtue, good and bad, were continual objects of 
esteem or-dislike, they were transferred from the real known 
to the imaginary sphere, and as the mind was lost and _ be- 
wildered in gloomy uncertainty, images of terror alone peo- 
pled the dark habitation. Then, to counteract their own 
fears, they formed, from the same materials, a benevolent 
ing, as a guard against the inroads of hideous fancy. 
conjectures are in_no way strained: they flow easy 

from the subject, and have every appearance of probability. 
et, though familiar and nearly satisfactory, we learn 
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nothing from them, we do not produce them as dogmas 
from which it would be an unpardonable and damnable 
heresy to dissent. We candidly confess our extreme igno- 
rance on the subject, and declare, that we know nothing of 
what we are writing about. Stand forth priest, stand forth 
learned theologist, stand forth profound metaphysician, and 
with equal candour confess your ignorance, or else from the 
depths of your knowledge and information, give a clear, 
convincing idea of only one spirit, good or bad, dark or 
bright. Throw but a ray of light from heaven, or 
irradiate us with one flash of fire from hell, we shall be 
equally thankful for the signal, and own, that you know 
something more of the matter than we can boast of, or 
than we think is in your power to produce. Itis a mystery, 
you say, which is beyond your abilities to explain, but 
which you implicitly believe! 1 know it is a most pernicious 
mystery, which it is impossible to explain, and one that | 
am neither necessitated to unravel or to believe, except by 
denouncing ita coufounded system of fraud and imposition: 
and this is a creed that is gaining ground fast, and will very 
soon outrun your yearly income! 

Therefore, O priest, blow your trumpet, summons the 
heavenly host to battle, for Dagon, or Josh, or Jehovah, or 
Ashtaroth, or Jupiter, or by whatever name you choose 
to distinguish your idol, whether of wood, stone, gold, or 
nothing, be will fall before the great God, Reason! Verily, 
there will be wailing and gnashing of teeth for lost—bene- 
fices and church livings! But pray, pray loud, pray to 
Plutus, the only trae God you adore, pray that he may 
confound mankind with poverty and ignorance, and endue 
them with everlasting stupidity, and involve them in endless 
superstition and gothic darkness. ‘Then, will you rear your 
heads aloft, like the cedars of Lebanon, and stand firm as 
the tower of David. Selab. | 

After speaking thus plainly, | have a right to throw 10 
my negative against long winded, sophistical, unconvincing, 
metaphysical arguments. Circumstancial arguments and 
disputes about nothing which can be proved; abouta be- 
ginning which never can be made manifest; about a great 
tirst cause of which we can never conceive an idea, about 
an incomprehensible, infinite, raling power which is be- 
yond the limits of human understanding ; about the being 
of a soul which altbough within us we feel not, We 
know not, nor understand anything of its existence, 1° 


















THE REPUBLICAN. 317 


than if it resided in the moon or the dog star: these 

cs do very well amongst the infatuated Methodists: 
owninG against CHURCH PRIDE, ROMAN CATHOLIC SU- 

C & 
SERSTITION, DOGMA AND TRANSUBSTANTIATION. THE 
REAL PRESENCE against PRESBYTERIAN BIGOTRY AND 
PREDESTINATION May argue pro and con, quote scripture, 
and prove any thing by the bible; but to rational, unpre- 
judiced, men, who earnestly and sincerely seek after 
trath, religion is no longer a science, incomprehensibility 
is no longer a matter of controversy. What can never 
be comprehended it is useless to investigate, and what is 
incapable of demonstration is situated beyond the ex- 
tent of belief. I set it down as an axiom, that no man 
can believe in what he can conceive no idea of, and from 
pe conclude that all priests are impostors or incorrigible 
or visionaries. I know some’ of them too well to 
a. either of the latter; and, therefore, impute to them, 
the knavery they merit, by preaching against the 
conviction of festa and winx Sit a Their ‘principles 
founded on prejudice and early instruction, they find conve- 
nient to support, and their pay renders the arduous task ne- 
cessary and agreeable. Their devotion, or the ceremony of 
prayer, becomes by custom and habit, less troublesome ; the 
routine of church service requires no mental fatigue; and 
eee, ¢ a ee if they even perform that labour, 
amusement.” So much for the ministry and priesthood. 
nistr 

Not long ago, it was common, with shade wostinal them- 
selvesgentlemen and men of learning, to advocate freethink- 
ing, deism, and, the Lord bless us! even atheism itself found 
se and — amongst the higher orders of society ! 
OW, an ostentatious display of christiani - 
mined belief in the christian Ararbomegre gr heaardhd oe 
Pa and even his Grace the Bishop of Clogher was a 
~ sowie of vice and a member of the bible society! What 
“oes he! this sudden change in the sentiments of the 

ot “ ws conte is fais, “ the motive is instantly per- 
— rich: see, that the poor have gained k - 
eben setae obstacles thivwn in their weeps initia 
lightened, and find it now prudent to set an exam-.- 

et en pry them gently through the door of 
Slske to 1, nto darkness, ignorance and stupidity. But 
We sec thes ave begun before we knew their principles! 
Co oh ender we disdain their example, and despise 
3 uplicity. They are anxious now to favour us 
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with instruction and improve us in knowledge. But what 
kind of instruction? Why, to instruct us in bible and Tes. 
tament knowledge, the proper knowledge for slaves, fools 
and cowards, for madmen, fanatics and bravoes, the proper 
learning for soldiers, seamen, ploughmen, carters and brick. 
layers’ labourers. The right sort of learning for destroying 
the human intellect, degrading man, and rendering bim at 
once mean, cruel, superstitious and contemptible; unqualify- 
ing him for the duties of social life, making him a wretch 
unworthy to live, and yet afraid to die! Such is the blessed 
learning that they so charitably propose to bestow on the 
poor, and which they endeavour, by the most base and vil- 
lainous means, to inculcate. Society ought to be more 
aware, more upon its guard against the designing bible and 
religious tract societies, than against swindlers, robbers, 
house-breakers, and highwaymen. -I[t- becomes a duty on 
every man, let his abilities be ever so small, his means how- 
ever limited and confined, to promote the welfare of the ris- 
ing generation, and he can do it by no other nor better means 
than by counteracting the pernicious machinations of those 
insidious vermin, the bible and tract-venders. Wretches 
whose aim is to perpetuate ignorance, superstition, and slave- 
ry, to consign our offspring to darkness and bondage, with- 
out the hopes of a reprieve, to complete their unhappiness 
and render their return to freedom and felicity impossible 
for generations tocome! This is acting the part of friendly 
instructors, of humane, pious, devout, charitable christians, 
who, for the sake of your immortal soul, which is at best an 
immortal problem, never to be solved, would torture your 
body, euslave your mind, punish you for thinking, and, for 
God’s sake, destroy your very existence, exulting, in their 
the most relentless and barbarous cruelty, and all the while, 
even in the act of roasting you alive by a slow fire, with the 
most audacious and astonishing impudence, which only true 
christian saints can assume, cry up their own forbearance, 
mildness and humanity, the meekness, humility, peace and 
infinite love of their founder, and the unlimited charity, 
boundless benevolence, and never-enough-to-be- praised melt- 
ing-kindness of their soul-saving doctrine! How much 
longer this fulsome cant, this most disgusting, stupid, palpa- 
ble, lying infamous system will continue to bewilder, amaze 
and afflict mankind, it is not easy to determine, as the world 
is not yet decided on the question. But surely, falsehood 
and fable, though powerfully assisted by power and preju- 
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dice, cannot long contend with reason and truth backed by 
tion and inevitable experience. Let us have a 

fair trial for THE STRENGTH OF TRUTH AND SOLIDITY OF 
wate against TUTORED SKILL AND FROTHY CORRUPTION, 
If we lose the day, our defeat will make a memorable 
a,and future ages will mourn in dirt and rags the ruin 

of an attempt at human emancipation. But we have no 
cause to despair, every day adds to our numbers; when the 
catalogue is complete the redemption of man will be perfect- 
ed, the human face will smile, and universal peace bless the 


earth with permanent happiness. 
SHEBAGO. 


Query.—Is is not “‘ Shebago” my old acquaintance the li- 
teraryseaman? If so, I shall be glad to bear towards which 
Pole he has been cruizing of late, and to return him some 


papers that he left in my possession. 
R. C. 


X 











ANECDOTE. 





A very intelligent young man, and of excellent character, who 
had resided for some time in Manchester, but whose parents re- 
side at Chesterfield in Derbyshire, came home a few weeks since, 
in the last stage of a consumption. The Curate of the latter place, 
hearing of his case, called upon him; when a long conversation 
ensued. The young man had embraced Deism, if not Material- 
ism, and he so confounded the Curate with his arguments and 
questions on religious subjects, that the latter, at length, left him, 
not a little chagrined, and went and informed the Vicar of the af- 
fair. This was about the middle of the week. On the Sunday 
morning, the Vicar called upon the young man, who was now in 
80 weak a State, as only to be just able to speak. On the Vicar’s 
putting some questions to him, respecting his belief in Jesus 
Christ, he told him that he had not the least faith in Jesus being 
able to do any thing for him, and begged the Vicar not to tease 

t any further about the matter, as he felt himself too ill to con- 
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verse with him. The Vicar, on this, left him with disgust. The 
young man died in half an hour after. The pious and Christian 
like Vicar could not help mentioning this circumstance, in his dis. 
course of that day, to his congregation. He told them, that he 
had visited a young man that morning, who was since dead, and 
who had the wickedness and audacity to deny, with his dying 
breath, the merits of their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ: for 
which heinous blasphemy, he had not the least doubt, that the 
young man’s soul was at that time in torture in the flames of 
Hell. 

Geod and charitable Christian Vicar! wert thou his judge, it is 
easily seen, how thou wouldst have rewarded this honest young 
man for speaking truth. Had he died with a lie in his mouth, 
thou wouldst have bestowed the highest encomiums upon him’. 


* An affair of this kind never ought to be published without the 
names of the parties. With the names, the effect and example is 
tenfold more powerful. I contemn the qualm that would suppress 
any man’s name when a matter of fact.is narrated; particularly 
on such an occasion as the one before us. If the matter be ap- 
plicable to public instruction; it is the.more so, particularly in the 
neighbourhood of the occurrence, when the names are properly set 
forth. The young man is now deprived of the very best epitaph 
that could have been written on his death. 
R. C. 
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